18-Dec-2005 Fourth Sunday In Advent
SCRIPTURE:Luke 1:26-38 Luke 1:46-55
SERMON: God Becomes Small (Rev. Dr. Jim Simpson)

God is faithful, the Word, the Word of God becomes flesh, but not in the ways we might expect.
God gets to us by becoming an infant, small and vulnerable, needy and dependent. In a world
where rulers are used to getting their way by decisive means, at the point of a gun, with wads of
cash, or an entourage of support personnel, God is determined to reveal God’s love to us in the
most astonishing, least expected of ways. Yet it is only by becoming just like us, small, tender,
and vulnerable that God shows us what it means to be truly human and so we can stop our weary
efforts at being God.

In Jesus the God who stands beyond time enters time, the God who is infinite becomes finite, the
God who is all-powerful becomes all-vulnerable. The God whose womb bore the world is born of
Mary’s womb to bear the good news of peace on earth. God becomes small.

Because we cannot work our way up to God, God becomes small for us, a living, breathing,
tangible means of grace bundled in a young girl's arms. The King of kings is born in a stable with
a few lowly shepherds as guests of honor. The gift of Christmas is God’s love for the world and
the package is flesh and blood, the most powerful force that the world has ever known. God
becomes small.

To receive this child of truth faithfully and fully, we must, my friends, reshape our thinking; we
must turn aside from the big, boisterous, and hard-edged ways the world normally operates; we
must focus on the vulnerable and tender. God becomes small redeeming God’s world. The
salvation born in Bethlehem’s stable cannot be earned but only received like a young mother
astounded by the gift of new life.

The child that comes is truth and grace. Jesus enters our shadowy world to be our eternal light.
Jesus enters a world overrun by senseless noise to sing the melody of peace. Jesus enters the
world as a testament to the small and quiet ways in which God goes about redeeming God’s
creation even though our world is overly-consumed by the big and the powerful. Jesus comes to
your life and my life as a priceless gift — the only gift that really matters. God becomes small.

Henri Nouwen, Catholic priest and theologian, wrote about the powerless of the Christ-child in
this way: Jesus is God-with-us, Emmanuel. The great mystery of God becoming human is God’s
desire to be loved by us. By becoming a vulnerable child, completely dependent on human care,
God wants to take away all distance between the human and the divine. Who can be afraid of a
little child who needs to be fed, to be cared for, to be taught, to be guided? God has become the
all-powerless, all-vulnerable God who completely depends on us. How can we be afraid of a God
who wants to be “God-with-us” and wants us to become “Us-with-God”?

God becomes small that we might become God’s children, loving and caring in the world. God
becomes small, good news for the entire world and the whole of creation. “Glory to God, in the
highest heaven, and peace on earth, to those with whom God is pleased.” Amen.



Luke 1:26-38

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The
angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’
34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since | am a virgin?’ 35The angel said to her, ‘The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth
in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am |, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Luke 1:46-55

46And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call
me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his
arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants
forever.’

The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



