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Second Sunday In Advent 
 
Advent Lessons And Carols 
 
Advent Liturgy based on the "O Antiphons"  (Pastoral Staff)

O Sapientia 
Scripture:   Proverbs 3:19-20, 13-18 
 
Congregation: 
Oh Wisdom, coming down from the mouth of the Most High, pervading and permeating all things. 
You order all things with strength and gentleness: Come now and teach us the way to salvation. 
 
Leader: 
Today, perhaps more than ever before, there are those among us who feel that all things are not
ordered mightily and tenderly, those who cannot make sense out of the situation, those who
understand many things a little, but cannot fathom the deep - come! Let us say to one another: 
the highest wisdom about ourselves has come to us, from the most high God down to our
disordered world, down to a manger, down on the cross; and this all-wise, all-understanding God 
has come to us as Wisdom which is with us and within us. So rejoice! 
 
Sing: 
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who orders all things, far and nigh; 
To us the path of knowledge show, And cause us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
O Adonai 
 
Scripture:   Ezekiel 34:20, 23-24 
 
Congregation: 
O Adonai, Ruler of the house of Israel, You appeared in the burning bush to Moses and gave him
the law on Sinai: Come with outstretched arms to save us. 
 
Leader: 
For those here who have been left behind in a slavish Egypt, who are fearful of the desert of 
responsibilities, whose sea of obligations comes rushing in and threatens to overwhelm, who
sense no guidance for the journey past the law of Sinai to then hope of the promised land - come!
Let us say to one another: that One Who was born under the law is Himself our Shepherd who
redeems us by His strong arm; and this Shepherd, Emmanuel, comes to be with us all. So 
rejoice! 
 
Sing: 
O come, our Shepherd, come and guide Your people scattered far and wide. 
Redeem us by Your mighty arm; call us by name and save from harm. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Radix Jesse 
Scripture:   Isaiah 11:1-3 
 
Congregation: 
O Root of Jesse, rising as a sign for all the peoples, before You earthly rulers will keep silent, and
nations give you honor: Come quickly to deliver us. 
 



Leader: 
For those here for whom life is burned over; who may sigh, "I'm just dead," or, "I feel like the
devil," and for whom those words may be the very symptoms within - come! Let us say to one 
another: the God Whose judgment burns to the ground all our injustice and sin has raised up out 
of the charred stump the stubborn little twig, the root, the Branch of Jesse; and this God-with-us, 
this Emmanuel, this Vine, with all His life and vitality, is with us and within us. So rejoice! 
 
Sing: 
Oh, come now, Root of Jesse, free Your own from Satan's tyranny; 
To You the kings of earth shall bow. O come and save all nations now. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Clavis David 
Scripture:   Isaiah 22:21-22 
 
Congregation: 
O Key of David, Scepter over the house of Israel, You open and no one can close; You close and
no one can open: Come to set free the prisoner who lives in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 
Leader: 
For those here for whom all the portals of life seem closed, who seem unable to find the key, who
fumble with the combination to heaven and hope and home - come! Let us say to one another: 
the combination is found with the God Who has mingled with our flesh, providing the Key Who
opens His own house to us; and this Emmanuel will make His home with us and within us. So 
rejoice! 
 
Sing: 
Oh, come, Thou Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home 
From depths of hell Thy people save and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Oriens 
Scripture:   Isaiah 60:2-3  Luke 1:65-79  
 
Congregation: 
O Dayspring, rising Dawn, Sun of righteousness, come to enlighten all who sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death: Come, Lord, to save us. 
 
Leader: 
For those here who reflect a surrounding darkness and are gloomy, who are losing the splendor
of personhood, or who live in the darkness more than the light - come! Let us say to one another: 
there is no darkness so dark, no depth so great, that the Sun of righteousness cannot pierce, for
He comes to make us splendid with His own personhood and is with us and within us. So rejoice!
 
Sing: 
O Come now Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Your advent here. 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Rex Gentium 
Scripture:   Psalm 47:1-9  
 
Congregation: 
O Ruler of nations, Monarch for whom the people long, You are the Cornerstone uniting all
humanity: Come, save us all, whom You formed out of clay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Leader: 
For those here who feel torn asunder in the inner person, perhaps alienated from family or 
brother or sister or fellow church-member, or from the order of creation, or even from self - come!
Let us say to one another: that Desire which you desire, the Ruler in Whom all things are united,
that Reconciler Who has broken down the wall of separation, has entered our broken world to 
mend our alientation and set things right; and this Emmanuel is with us and within us. So rejoice!
 
Sing: 
O Come now, King of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind. 
Bid all our strife and discord cease, and fill our lives with heaven's peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
O Emmanuel 
Scripture:   Isaiah 7:14  
 
Congregation: 
O Emmanuel, our King, Desire of the nations and Savior of all people: Come and save us, and be 
our Lord and our God. 
 
Leader: 
For those here who may have sold out to private resentments, secret grudges, selfish lusts, to
work, to family, to status; who are captives to anything other than our Lord Jesus Christ - come!
Let us say to one another: Jesus Christ Himself has come to ransom and redeem us and make
us His own sisters and brothers. He has appeared for us and promises to keep us safe until the
Day of His glory; and He is with us and within us to keep us as His own. So rejoice! 
 
Sing: 
O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Unison Prayer: 
God of grace, ever faithful to Your promises: the earth rejoices in hope of our Savior's coming 
and looks forward with longing to His return at the end of time. Prepare our hearts to receive Him
when He comes, for He is Lord forever and ever.  Amen. 
Proverbs 3:19-20,13-18 
19The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he established the heavens; 20by 
his knowledge the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the dew. 13Happy are those who 
find wisdom, and those who get understanding, 14for her income is better than silver, and her 
revenue better than gold. 15She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can 
compare with her. 16Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 17Her 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 18She is a tree of life to those who 
lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called happy. 
 
Ezekiel 34:20,23-24 
20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the
lean sheep. 23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant 
David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.  
 
Isaiah 11:1-3 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The 
spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of 
the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;  
 
Isaiah 22:21-22 
21and will clothe him with your robe and bind your sash on him. I will commit your authority to his
hand, and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. 22I will 
place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, and no one shall shut; he 
shall shut, and no one shall open.  



 
 
 
 
Isaiah 60:2-3 
2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon 
you, and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn.  
 
Luke 1:65-79 
65Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire
hill country of Judea. 66All who heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this child
become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 67Then his father Zechariah was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 68‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has 
looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 69He has raised up a mighty savior for us in 
the house of his servant David, 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 72Thus he has 
shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, 73the oath 
that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of 
our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our 
days. 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord 
to prepare his ways, 77to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their
sins. 78By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79to give light 
to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.’ 
 
Psalm 47:1-9 
1Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy. 2For the LORD, the Most 
High, is awesome, a great king over all the earth. 3He subdued peoples under us, and nations 
under our feet. 4He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah 5God has 
gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 6Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
sing praises to our King, sing praises. 7For God is the king of all the earth; sing praises with a
psalm. 8God is king over the nations; God sits on his holy throne. 9The princes of the peoples 
gather as the people of the God of Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is
highly exalted.  
 
Isaiah 7:14 
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.  
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