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Day School Openings!

General Information:

I Hours 9:30 to 1:00

9 calendar & school year begins after Labor Day and
then follows the Fulton County school calendar.

Did you know that Northminster Presby -
terian Church has its very own Day
School? Our Day School has been in busi-
ness for 25 years now and this year will be
moving in a new direction as the church be-
comes more involved, supporting and work-
ing with the Day School on a daily basis.

Monthly prices are $205 for 2 days a week, $255 for
3 days a week, $280 for 4 days a week, $380 for 5
day Kindergarten

Openings Available:
The school was established by our Spiri-

tual Growth Committee in 1984 with the
following philosophy: We are committed
to providing our congregation and
community with a Christian non -
denominational school for the preschool
child. We strive to provide a variety of
learning experiences, which will nurture
the emotional, physical, spiritual, and
mental development of the child.

5 day Kindergarten

Monday to Thursday 4 -year-olds

Tuesday to Friday 4 -year-olds

Tuesday to Friday 3 & 4 -year-olds transition class
Monday to Thursday 3 -year-olds

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 2 -year-olds class

= =4 =4 -4-0_-4=-1

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 2 -year-olds class
Wednesday, Friday 18 -month-olds class

For more information or to schedule a tour of the
school please contact Carolyn Christie at 404 -783-
0148 or cchristie@northminster  -atl.org.
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groups from all around the coun-
try that were coming to Chicago
for their summer mission trips.
We had a relationship with a
truly urban church that pulled the
congregation’s focus into con-
cerns more deeply felt in the
city.

There was the historic church,
150 years old with current mem-
bers’ great-grandparents’ names
underneath the stained glass win-
dows in the sanctuary. The sanc-
tuary was the kind of room
whereupon entering something
inside you compelled you to be
quiet. Portraits of former pastors

hung on the wall in a hallway,
some of whom had also served
as President of the Presbyterian
college across the street.

And here we are, Northminster
Presbyterian Church in Ros-
well. In September, I will have
been here serving as your pas-
tor for two years. I have been
studying the culture here since
I arrived and will gladly share
my thoughts with you. How-
ever, right now, [ would like to
hear from you. How would you
describe the culture here?
Who do you say that we are?

Please take a moment over the
next couple weeks, send me an
email or jot down a note, and
let me know how you would
describe the culture at North-
minster. Who are we? How
would you describe your ex-
perience here?

Next month, I will share my
thoughts with you, but now let
me hear your thoughts.

Peace,

Patrick

Fellowship News

ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST

Fellowship Potluck — Wednesday, August 11" — 7:00 p.m.

Bring a simple dish to share. For dessert, we will be
making homemade ice cream! No need to sign up.

CONTACT: Pam Prochaska - prochasr@bellsouth.net
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Birthday Celebration: Sunday, August 15" — 11:00 a.m. —
Fellowship Hall
Everyone is welcome to come after church to celebrate
the July and August birthdays. Come enjoy the fellowship.
CONTACT: Pam Prochaska - prochasr@bellsouth.net
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l't° s hard to bel i eve Kamiyt(ofGheist)dMissSionWrip —I be
ing in just a few weeks! Thanks to your September 24 - 26.

generous donations, all of the children in Children 6 years of age and older are wel-
North Fulton will have a chance to returnto oo meq. Travel time will be minimal since we
school with the supplies they need! Since will be based at the Calvin Center, only 90
school starts later this year, you may con- minutes from NPC. Contact Susan Harper at

bt art -

tinue to drop off —Ch®wibatpsi@lsellsbuth.nel)erl7304754M0239 ¢ -

tions through Friday, August 13™. Volun- to sign-up or get additional information.
teers are also needed to sort and deliver

these supplies to North Fulton Community e
Charities on Saturday, August 14 beginning gr:gueéulz?%st— Olfr PeXt;'ztr:Jbl,Jt'%n d?tei K d

at 9 am. Please contact Susan Harper at helb with distributi tact D
770/754-0239 or swaharper@bellsouth.net  pioloal oy pearoanen. contact Doug
if you can help.

dhollow2@aol.com. Order forms are also

available in the narthex or order online at

Thanks also goes to all of you who donated ~ www.angelfoodministries.com/hosts.asp.

bicyclestotheRei Cycl i ngo i n Vine City

Program! Youth in the Vine City neighbor-

hood in Atlanta collected trash throughout Open Door Food Delivery Update —

the area to —earnl bi MaycCliseod has femexaudty offedito f o

supporting these inner city youths! serve as the new coordinator to schedule
drivers for this program. Many thanks to

Drake House offers emergency residential Joyce and Jerry Hall for coordinating this

housing for women and children in North effort for the past few years! Volunteers are
Fulton County. NPC will be supporting always needed for Sunday afternoons to
Drake House in two ways during the month pick up leftover food
of August. on Mansell Road and deliver it to the Open

i Door Community. It only takes a couple of
NPC will collect Paper Goods and Personal  hours and provides an excellent meal to

ltems for Drake House in August. ltems those at the Open Door. Please contact
needed most are: paper towels, bath tis- Mary Criscolo at 770/998-4736 or

sue, deodorant, toothpaste, and sanitar v
napkins. Donations mag/ be dropped off aty maryvirginial@bellsouth.net] to help.
NPC in August.

_ A Habitat will begin its final build at Centennial
Miss Maryos | ce wilbeea mvilade &ith & FistNail ceremony on Satur-
held Sunday, August 297. The Ice Cream day August, 7th. Northminster has fully
Crankin’ is a key f ungpénsore§hé horhetahd pEHtialdy spdn-
House, and it is a blast! NPC plans to have  sored a second family home. Are we read
a booth in the chil drtgpuldanothéreYduthafes 16@&ndlolted S

can make their own ice cream in plastic are welcome to participate (and gain service
bags. Volunteers are needed to help with hours for clubs and college applications).
set-up and during the event itself. If you Those interested or for more information,

can help, please contact Sherri Bozardt at please contact Mark Putnam by Tuesday,

770-377-1012 or sbozardt@bellsouth.net August 3rd at mark_putnam@comcast_net_
or Marybeth Vaughan at 404-234-7270 or

mjv@vaughanhome.net. Even if you are
not able to volunteer, please try to attend
this fantastic event. For more information,

from

go to www.thedrakehouse.org.
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The Apostles' Creed

As the Christian church spread throughout the Roman
world in the first century, and as the first leaders died out,
there was a practical need for local churches to have a
basic statement of beliefs. As false teachers began to bring
in strange ideas, Christians needed to know "Just what is it
that we believe?"

Some of these churches had a few books of the New Tes-
tament, perhaps some of Paul's letters or one of the four
Gospels. But none of the churches had all the New Testa-
ment. They needed a standard to judge whether a teaching
was truth, or heresy.

The early Christians also realized that new people didn't
have to know everything before they could be baptized and
accepted as believers. How much should they know and
accept before being admitted into the church? This was
another reason that early churches wanted a brief state-
ment of what they believed to be most essential.

Churches in different cities and regions made their own
lists, which had many points in common, since all the
churches had traditions tracing back to the apostles in one
way or another. The small differences were eventually
eliminated as church leaders discussed these things with
one another. They shared not only the scriptures they had,
but also their statements of faith.

When Christianity became a legal religion in the fourth cen-
tury, this process became easier. Churches throughout the
empire agreed on which books should form the New Testa-
ment, and they agreed on several basic statements of faith.

A summary of apostolic teaching

One of the doctrinal lists commonly used in the Western
empire was called the Apostles' Creed. The word "creed"
comes from the Latin word credo, meaning "l believe." It
was called "Apostles" not because the apostles themselves
wrote it (although some people may have thought this), but
because the Creed was believed to be an accurate sum-
mary of what the apostles taught.

The Creed was useful in several ways:

* The Creed was a public statement of faith, a standard
ized way in which new people could confess their faith
in Jesus Christ.

* The Creed anchored Christian faith to a tradition, to
make it difficult for people or churches to be led astray
by strange doctrines.

* The Creed was a preaching and teaching tool, giving
an outline for further discipleship.

* The Creed was memorized through frequent repetition,
which helped the many believers who could not read.

* The Creed provided a doctrinal basis for different
churches to accept one another, and to reject those
who did not accept the basic truths.

The Bible itself contains brief creed-like statements (1 Cor.
8:6; 15:3-4; 1 Tim. 3:16). The early church leaders also
wrote short creeds, perhaps as baptism ceremonies. These
eventually were recited by congregations in their worship
services.

Writing in Greek somewhere around the year 200, Irenaeus
describes a creed that has some similarities to the Apostles'
Creed, and may have been a precursor. He presented his
creed not as something new, but as something the church
had been using for a long time. He lived in what is now
France, but had grown up in Asia Minor, where he had been
taught by Polycarp, a student of the apostle John.

An early Latin version of the Creed is in the writings of Ter-
tullian, from North Africa, about the year 220. About a cen-
tury later, Marcellus, from Asia Minor, shared a similar
creed. In A.D. 390, after study in Rome, Egypt and Pales-
tine, Rufinus had a similar creed in northern ltaly.

Augustine, bishop in North Africa in 400, had a nearly identi-
cal creed, and it was apparently standard in Gaul in 650,
even before Charlemagne. The text accepted today is iden-
tical to what was written in 750 by Pirminius, who lived in
what is now Switzerland.

This history shows that churches in many different regions
were involved in the development of the Apostles' Creed. As
churches in one part of the empire communicated with oth-
ers, their short list of doctrines became standardized.

What does the Creed say?

Let us look at what the Creed says, and comment on some
of its points. It is short, so we'll begin by quoting all of it.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth;

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(translation by the International Consultation on English
Texts)

The Creed, although having a Trinitarian structure, is not
explicitly Trinitarian. The Creed began to be developed be-
fore the Trinitarian controversy arose, and the Creed (unlike
the Nicene
<http://www.christianodyssey.com/history/nicene.htm>
Creed) was not an attempt to correct a specific heresy.
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Numerous scriptures could be mentioned as support for
the various points of the Creed. The Creed was believed
to be in full agreement with the apostolic writings, and the
same churches accepted both the Creed and the Scrip-
tures as authoritative, as faithful reports of what the apos-
tles taught.

The Creed begins with a simple statement of faith in God,
who has all power and is the originator of everything. This
statement is a rejection of pagan mythologies, but it was
acceptable to Jews and to some of the more educated
Greeks.

Most of the Creed is about Jesus Christ, for he is the
definitive doctrine of the faith. Beliefs about Jesus sepa-
rate Christians from everyone else. Jesus was a specific
person, born of a woman, executed under a specific Ro-
man governor. Unlike mythological deities, he did not
come from the distant and hazy past — he interacted with
the real world. He had a real body that was born, cruci-
fied and buried, and yet he was divine, too — conceived
by the Holy Spirit, resurrected, ascended into heaven at a
position of supreme power. He is the unique Son of God,
a unique Lord who is above all earthly lords, and he is the
Judge who will return to earth to determine everyone's
reward.

The early church knew about Jesus' earthly ministry and
his miracles, but they did not feel that these were essen-
tial to the Christian faith. The Creed focuses more on his
supernatural birth, his ignominious death and his super-
natural power. These are of greatest theological signifi-
cance, and were therefore included in the statement of
faith.

'Descended to the dead'

The phrase "descended to the dead" is of special interest,
in part because it used to be translated "descended into
hell." Some medieval theologians came up with elaborate
theories about what Jesus did in hell, but this misses the
original purpose of the phrase.

Irenaeus and Tertullian do not have this phrase; it first
appears in the writings of Rufinus, who said that it meant
only that Jesus went to the grave, the "place" of the dead.
This is in agreement with Scripture, which says that Je-
sus rose from "the dead" (a plural adjective used as a
noun, meaning the situation that all dead people are in,
as in Acts 4:10).

Peter applied the words of Psalm 16 to Jesus: "You will
not abandon me to the grave" — to Hades, the realm of
the dead. When Jesus was dead, he was in Hades.
Some believe he was conscious, and others believe he
was not, but either way, he was in Hades, the realm of
the dead.

The phrase "descended to the dead" disappeared from
the creed for more than 200 years. Augustine, for one,
did not have it. It occurs again in the Gallic Creed of 650
and remained from then on.

Some are troubled by this phrase and its history in the
Creed; others are troubled by ancient and modern mis-
interpretations of the phrase. Some would prefer it be
eliminated, since it does not add anything essential to
the Creed, and is a point of disagreement rather than
agreement.

Wayne Grudem argues that "unlike every other phrase
in the Creed, it represents not some major doctrine on
which all Christians agree, but rather a statement about
which most Christians seem to disagree. It is at best
confusing and in most cases misleading for modern
Christians. My own judgment is that there would be all
gain and no loss if it were dropped from the Creed once
for all" (Systematic Theology, Zondervan, 1994, pp.
583-594).

Nevertheless, the words are in the Creed, and we can-
not change the tradition. However, we can understand
the words correctly so we can agree with them. Others
may interpret these words differently, but we do not
need to argue about that.

'The holy catholic church’

The Creed ends with a few brief statements. We can
easily agree to a belief in the Holy Spirit, the forgive-
ness of sins, the resurrection and eternal life. (Some
may question "resurrection of the body." First Corin-
thians 15 says that our body will be transformed to be
spiritual rather than fleshly, but it will still be our body.)

Some people are also put off by the words "holy catho-
lic church." The word catholic comes from the Greek
words kat' holos, literally meaning "according to the
whole," or in actual use, worldwide or universal. The
word catholic became part of the Creed before
"catholic" became associated with the Roman church,
and many Protestant churches use the Creed with the
word catholic. In the Creed, we do not express faith in a
specific denomination, but in the church worldwide --
that is, that there is one body, united by God's Spirit.
The phrase "communion of saints" implies the same
thing -- that as we all commune or have unity with Christ
through the Holy Spirit, we also commune with each
other. We will be united to one another forever.

The Apostles' Creed has been part of the Western
church tradition for many centuries. It has not been per-
fect, but it has been useful for Christian confession,
doctrine and discipleship. We accept the creed as a
valid statement of faith for Christians.

For further comments on the Apostles' Creed, you may
want to read Alister McGrath, "l Believe": Exploring the
Apostles' Creed (InterVarsity, 1998). Several other au-
thors have also written on this subject, including William
Barclay, Stuart Briscoe and Michael Horton.

Tina Page, Elder
Chair Worship Committee
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Summer Worship Hours
Sunday, May 30 ~
September 12
One Service Only @ 10 am
Fellowship Coffee @ 11 am

qp Presbyterian Church (USA)

NORTHMINSTER

2400 Old Alabama Rd.
Roswell, GA 30076

Church Phor@9d482
Day SchocB9&092
Fax: 7992738
Church Email: office @neathoripe
Web site: www.nortathiorster
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Dave Hg Treasurer
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